
  -A series of events aimed at farmers and growers  
wishing to improve the efficiency and sustainability 

of nutrient use on their farms. 
 

 

            

Aim of the workshops 
With increasing fertilizer costs and tougher 
legislation over nitrate pollution, green manures are 
set to play an important role in the future of soil 
fertility on both organic and conventional farms. 
 
Garden Organic (formerly HDRA) has conducted 
over 15 years of research on green manures, and we 
will be drawing on this expertise. These two 
workshops are suitable both for people unfamiliar 
with green manures, or those already using them 
who would like to refine their management. It should 
answer many of the questions farmers and growers 
are asking, such as:  
 
• Which type and variety is best to use?  
• How can the nutrients be targeted to the next 
crop? 

• How can I prevent leaching of nutrients? 
• What are the options for using green manures in 
environmental stewardship schemes?  

• What are the future environmental and financial 
implications of their use? 

 

This work is funded by Landskills West Midlands, 
managed by Lantra on behalf of Advantage West 
Midlands as part of the Rural Development 
Programme (RDPE). RDPE is funded by Defra and 
the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development. 
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If you no longer wish to receive information from the Garden 

Organic Soil Fertility Research Team, please contact us to let us 

know and we will endeavour not to contact you in the future. 

 
Workshop 1: How to Manage Green Manures to 
Benefit your Soil (repeated at the following locations:) 
 

• Garden Organic,  Ryton, Warwickshire.  

             Monday 14th June 
• Taylor Organics,  Ellerdine, Shropshire  

             Tuesday 15th June 
• Hereford College Technology , Holme Lacy 

             Wednesday  16th June 
 

 

Workshop 2: Green manures and Nutrient Man-
agement (repeated at the following locations:) 
 

• Garden Organic, Ryton, Warwickshire.  

             Monday 2nd August 
• Taylor Organics,  Ellerdine, Shropshire  

             Tuesday 3rd August 
• Hereford College Technology, Holme Lacy 

             Wednesday  4th August 

Workshops on sustainable soil 
management 



Name 

Address 

Phone                                                                     Email 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainable Soil Management 

It is essential to book in advance, as numbers are 
limited. Please fill in the following slip and return, with 
payment to the address overleaf. 
The cost is £20 per event including VAT and lunch. 
Organic Buffet Lunch will be provided.  
Contact Anton Rosenfeld: 
T: 024 76 217738  E: arosenfeld@gardenorganic.

Method of Payment 

Exp. date 

Credit Card # 

Signature 

Security code (Last 3 digits on back of card) 

Total Amount    £ 
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Garden Organic Registered Charity, No. 298104. Vat No: 406955536 

Credit Card 

Debit Card 

Cheque (made payable to Garden Organic) 

Please indicate number attending at each workshop—please check the date and location! 

 

Workshop 1                     Warwickshire (Monday 14th June)…………….      _________ 

(Soil Benefits)                  Shropshire   (Tuesday 15th June)………………     _________   

                                        Herefordshire (Wednesday 16th June)…………     _________ 

 

Workshop 2                     Warwickshire (Monday 2nd August)……………    _________ 

(Nutrient Management)    Shropshire   (Tuesday 3rd August)……………….. _________   

                                        Herefordshire (Wednesday 4th August)………….. _________    

Please provide details of any special requirements 

 

We do not accept American Express 

Background to the Sites 
 
Garden Organic,  Warwickshire 
We have a 3ha commercial production unit providing 
vegetables to our shop, restaurant and local shops.  Over 
40 types of produce are grown here, including a wide 
range of heritage varieties. The field also provides a site for 
research trials on topics such as soil fertility, disease 
testing and variety trials. 
 
Event Location: Garden Organic, Wolston Lane, Ryton on 
Dunsmore, Warwickshire. CV8 3LG 
 
Taylor Organics, Shropshire 
This farm in North Shropshire, farms over 500 ha of land 
on predominantly sandy loams. They produce packed 
carrots, potatoes, parsnips, onions, oats, wheat and barley 
to organic standards. They also run  a pig herd producing 
top quality organic meat for specialist retailers and 
restaurants. In 2008 they were awarded Organic Grower 
of the Year from Sainsburys/Greenvale AP for the quality 
of their potatoes. 
 
Event Location: Ellerdine Village Hall, Heath Lane, 
Ellerdine, Telford, Shropshire TF6 6QT 
 
 
Pound Farm, Herefordshire College of Technology 
Holme Lacy is situated on the banks of the River Wye, and 
the estate totals 224 ha. The farm comprises approx 43.5 
hectares of permanent pasture or long term leys, including 
the partly wooded Deer Park, 5.5 hectares of cider apple 
orchards and 106 hectares of land suitable for arable/
vegetable cropping. 
They produce  beef  lamb and grow arable crops to 
organic standards. 
 
Event Location:  Pound Farm, Holme Lacy, Hereford, HR2 
6LL (off the B4339) 
 
 

Please note that it is much easier for us if we need to contact 
you if you can provide us with an email address. We will only 
contact you over matters concerning the open day! 

Content of the workshops 
 
Workshop 1: How to Manage Green Manures to 
Benefit your Soil 

•      The benefits of using green manure cover crops 

including nitrogen fixation, soil microbiology, soil 
structure, reducing nitrate leaching, weed 
suppression – Francis Rayns (Garden Organic) 

•      Selection of green manures species for situations 

including short term, medium term and long term 
fertility building, winter cover, improving soil 
structure – Anton Rosenfeld (Garden Organic) 

•      Selection of Green Manure Varieties – Heather 

MacCalman (IBERS – Aberystwyth) 
•      Managing green manures: sowing , establishment, 

inoculation, undersowing, weed control – Anton 
Rosenfeld (Garden Organic) 

•      New options for green manures and cover crops in 

environmental stewardship schemes—Speaker 
from Natural England 

 
 

 
 
 
Workshop 2: Green manures and Nutrient 
Management 

•      Green manures and nutrient budgeting  - Francis 

Rayns (Garden Organic) 
•      Financial and energy use implications of using green 

manure cover crops  - Ulrich Schmutz (Garden 
Organic) 

•      How to make the most of nitrogen fixed by Green 

Manures (Stephen Briggs, Abacus Organics) 
•      How to minimise nutrient loss -  Francis Rayns 

(Garden Organic) 
• An introduction to ‘Tried and Tested’ nutrient 

management planning - Bolette Neve (NFU) 
 
 

 

At all the events there will be the opportunity to view 
and discuss the farm demonstration plots which will 
have a wide range of green manure species growing.  
 


