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Environment Agency’s role 

Provide advice on waste management options 

Determine applications & registrations 

Advise on pollution prevention issues 

Monitor, assess & advise on impacts 

Work with APHA & partners 

Manage our own activities  
e.g. visits 



Our regulatory approach 

We will look to help you achieve compliance 
whenever possible 

We may relax some requirements and issue a 
‘regulatory position statement’ 

these only apply to activities and sites the EA regulate 

Some legislation has absolute requirements 
that we must all adhere to 

We may restrict or reduce routine site visits, 
except in an emergency 

4 



5 

Treatment and disposal of litter 

Infectious litter is a hazardous waste 
movement requires consignment 

APHA prescribe the treatment, can include: 
stacking & storage 

movement to a treatment plant 

Any treatment or disposal requires a permit 

Once treated can be disposed of as usual 

Could involve a large amount of waste 
Have you a contingency plan? 
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Stacking, storage & treatment of 
infectious material 

Can be temporarily stored under an exemption 

 

Regulatory position allows for treatment 
without a permit if requirements are met: 

outbreak of an exotic notifiable disease 

subject to Animal Health Order 

requirements for environmental protection followed 

relevant objectives of the Waste Framework Directive 
are met 



Regulatory position, stacking - 
environmental protection requirements 
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Disposal of infectious material by 
incineration 

Regulatory position allows for the incineration or co-
incineration in plant we regulate without the need for 
a variation to the permit if: 

outbreak of an exotic notifiable disease 

waste is sent to an IED compliant plant 

decision is justified, has a site specific risk assessment, and the 
facility has appropriate systems and capability 

relevant objectives of the Waste Framework Directive met 

Facilities may not be able to met the absolute 
requirement to prevent mixing of waste 

 

8 



Regulatory position, incineration – 
facility requirements 
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Disposal of washwater – 
requirements and options 

Take care to ensure no run-off 
even during preliminary cleansing & disinfection (C&D) 

Requirements of final C&D specified by APHA 
large volumes of washwater may be generated 

contain the washwater – do you know your site drainage? 

must be disposed of in a safe way 

Options for disposal: 
1) foul sewer – with approval from supplier 

2) existing disposal system – duty of care requirements 

3) dispose to land – may require a permit 
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Disposal of washwater – 
storage and planning   

Refer to guidance and complete the form on 
GOV.UK before you start 

Consider now if your existing storage system has 
enough capacity 

location and construction of temporary storage requires 
our agreement 

Review if your routine C&D plan can be applied 

Include washwater from biosecurity point 
cleaning, vehicle & equipment washing  

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/animal-disease-outbreak-prevent-pollution-from-cleaning-and-disinfection


Disposal of 
washwater 
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Carcass disposal 

Environment Agency has an advisory role only 
options for disposal 

whether sites we regulate meet guidelines 

APHA oversee disposal operations 

Includes wild birds, birds from disease control 
and welfare 

On-farm burial and pyres 
unlikely to happen 

may require secretary of state approval 

we would advise on good practice principles 

 



14 

Other wastes 

Animal products – including eggs, meat, meat 
products, milk and feathers 

subject to both Animal By-product Regulations (APHA) 
and waste controls (EA) 

Food Standards Agency advise on the safety 
of products 

Contaminated PPE, pharmaceuticals, and 
other waste material must also be disposed of 
appropriately 



Summary 

We will expect you to achieve compliance 
whenever possible 

Be prepared to consign any movement of 
hazardous waste 

Identify where litter will be stacked in accordance 
with the requirements 

If you plan to use a permitted site, agree this with 
the APHA and operator 

Review your C&D plan and if your existing storage 
system has enough capacity 
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Any questions? 


