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Amendments to Defra’s Prevention Zone – 28 February 2017

From 28 February Defra are updating their Prevention Zone in England. These amendments will be based upon the designation of ‘Higher Risk Areas’. 

If a premises is in a Higher Risk Area then there are two options:
· Continue to house birds but lose free range status
· Net entire range area in order to allow birds access to range but maintain free range status

If a premises is outside of a Higher Risk Area then there are three options:
· Continue to house birds but lose free range status
· Net entire range area and allow birds access to range area, maintaining free range status
· Allow birds supervised access to fenced outdoor areas (range) whilst complying with additional biosecurity measures (see question 9), this will mean that free range status can be maintained

Please note: in order to maintain free range status poultry keepers must ensure stocking density on the range meets all applicable standards/regulations.

1. What defines a poultry premises?
According to Defra, the poultry premise is the part of any property used for the production of poutry, or where captive birds are kept. This includes any poultry house or shed, aviary, range, netted areas used to keep poultry or captive birds and contiguous ancillary areas such as poultry feed bins, poultry manure storage. 

2. What changes are being made to the Prevention Zone post 28 February?
The mandatory housing order, which forms part of the Prevention Zone, is being partially lifted, according to areas. Defra has announced Higher Risk Areas, where free range keepers must keep their birds housed or net the entire range area in order to be able to release them.

Premises outside of the Higher Risk Area will be able to release their birds if they wish to provided that certain strict biosecurity conditions are met (see question 7). It is advised that premises outside of the Higher Risk Area carry out a risk assessment to inform their decision.

3. How are Higher Risk Areas determined?
Higher Risk Areas have been designated based upon three annual surveys carried out by Defra and the British Trust for Ornithology, these are: important bird areas for migratory birds, wild waterfowl annual count and gull roosts. The areas around seven of the nine IPs have also been included as HRAs.

A map of the Higher Risk Areas can be found here. Defra have made an interactive map available; this will enable producers to establish if they are in one of the Higher Risk Areas. Please enter your CPH number as opposed to postcode for a more accurate picture.

For more information on HRAs please see here.


4. How much of the commercial poultry flock will be within the Higher Risk Areas?
According to the APHA Poultry Register, which accounts for any holding with 50 birds or more, up to 25% of poultry holdings are within the Higher Risk Areas currently specified by Defra. There is currently no information available on total bird numbers. 

5. What can a premises do with their birds if they are in a Higher Risk Area?
If a premises is in a Higher Risk Area then keepers have the option of keeping their birds housed or netting the entire range area in order to allow the birds access to the range. If keepers choose to house birds as opposed to netting the range area and allowing birds access, then eggs or poultry meat products will lose free range status. 

6. What if part of my premises is in a Higher Risk Area and part is outside?
If any part of your premises (refer to question 1 for a definition) is outside of a Higher Risk Area then the whole premise is considered to be outside the Higher Risk Area.

7. In a Higher Risk Area, is there the possibility of netting part of the range?
No. In order to adhere to Defra’s requirements the entire range area must be netted if the birds are to be let out and for free-range status to be maintained. 

8. If a premises is outside of the Higher Risk Areas, but the keeper chooses to keep their birds housed, what are the consequences?
A keeper has every right to keep their birds housed if they consider the risk to be high. However, whilst birds remain housed poultry meat and eggs lose free range status.

9. If a premises is outside the Higher Risk Areas and chooses to allow their birds access to the range area, are there any additional measures which they must adhere to?
Post 28 February, All poultry keepers regardless of whether they are inside or outside a Higher Risk Area and regardless of bird numbers will be legally required to adhere to a set of minimum biosecurity standards. In addition, those who have more than 500 birds will have to adhere to additional set of biosecurity standards.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Anyone who wishes to allow their birds access to the range as of 28 February must undertake a thorough risk assessment in conjunction with their vet. If this assessment deems the risk to be sufficient to allow their birds access - here we advocate responsibility, as we are aware of some keepers who will be keeping their birds housed due to the risk still being high, then action must be taken now to reduce the risk of infection from the range. This will largely consist of practicing good range management and disinfecting the range. To prevent and reduce range contamination keepers must deter wild birds from landing on and feeding on the range. Keepers can follow Defra’s strict biosecurity guidance along with guidance on range preparation in Defra’s Prevention Zone document. 

We would recommend that you document all actions that you take with regard to risk assessment and range management in preparation for allowing your birds out. This is to ensure that you have evidence of compliance with the amended Prevention Zone, should the APHA require this information.

For more information please see NFUonline. 

10. Are these amendments to the Prevention Zone legally enforceable?
Yes - as has always been the case, the Prevention Zone is legally enforceable by Defra, this has not changed. Keepers are still legally required to adhere to altered conditions of the Prevention Zone. Breach of the Prevention Zone carries a fine and custodial sentence. 

11. When will the updated Prevention Zone be in place until?
Defra have said that the Prevention Zone will be in place until 30 April but it will be continually reviewed and if risk is deemed to have reduced prior to 30 April then they will consider lifting it.

Additional information
Read Defra’s guidance on the updated Prevention Zones here.

The NFU has produced guidance on what members should be doing if they are inside or outside of a Higher Risk Area. Download the appropriate information booklet here: http://www.nfuonline.com/sectors/poultry/poultry-news/higher-risk-areas-nfu-guidance/
 

Please remember the zoning is not a case of high and low risk, it is high and higher risk, no part of the country is risk free. 
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