
NFU Legal Assistance Scheme 
& 

NFU Legal Panel Service



What is the NFU Legal Assistance Scheme?

The Legal Assistance Scheme (LAS) is a discretionary benefits in-house scheme run by a team 
of solicitors. It provides Farmer and Grower members with professional guidance and financial 
support towards legal and other professional costs, should you face a legal dispute relating to 
your farming or growing business.

Contact NFU CallFirst to speak to a 
Specialist Adviser for preliminary advice 
and to make an application for LAS 
funding

If more in-depth advice is needed, 
your query will be referred to one of our 
local Legal Panel Firms for a free initial 
discussion about your case

The firm will provide an initial report 
and further updates to the LAS team 
to consider funding towards your legal 
and other professional costs

The Legal Panel Service offers NFU members access to 16 legal firms located throughout 
England and Wales offering local support.  The firms have been specifically selected for 
their experience and expertise in agricultural and horticultural matters.  They also provide 
assistance in non-farming areas of law and their advice is completely impartial. 
They offer the following benefits to members:

• 12.5% discount on hourly rates

• Fixed fees for specified services

• Act as a one-stop shop for NFU 
members

• Free initial report to support your LAS 
funding application where appropriate

How do you apply for LAS funding?

1

2

3

What is the NFU Legal Panel Service?

• Peace of mind

• Great accessibility with at least two 
firms in your region

• Comprehensive advice whatever your 
problem – business, property or family 
related

Are you an NFU Farmer & Grower 
member?

Do you subscribe to the 
Legal Assistance Scheme?

Contact NFU CallFirst on 
0370 845 8458 to apply

• You have received a contract to sign

• You have been asked to attend an 
interview under caution

• You have a legal dispute

• You have received a solicitor’s letter

• You are thinking of diversifying

• You have received a letter or notice from a 
government department or agency

Why might you need a solicitor?Are you eligible for the Legal Assistance Scheme?

When can I 
apply to use 
the scheme?

You have a legal 
dispute 

(arising after you paid your 
LAS subscription)

The dispute 
relates to your 
farming and 

growing business

You are currently 
or about to incur 
professional costs

• You need a legal document drafting

• You need advice on succession planning, 
wills or trusts

• A family member has passed away

• You need advice on restructuring your 
business

Legal Assistance Scheme subscribers 
saved over £1.5 million in legal fees from LAS 
awards and nearly £500,000 from panel firm 

discounts in 2017/18.

DID YOU KNOW?
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• Contribution towards professional fees

• Dedicated LAS Team offering professional 
guidance and support through the case

• Contribution towards mediation costs in 
inter-member disputes (IMDs)

• £500 towards professional fees for BPS 
Independent Panel Reviews

Benefits of joining the LAS
• Up to £600 towards the cost of budgetary 

advice for rent reviews under Tenants’ First 
Advice Service

• Up to £280 towards the costs involved in 
putting up site notices in fly grazing cases

• Contribution towards the professional costs 
of NVZ appeals
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liaEssex, Hertfordshire & Suffolk  
Tees Solicitors 

Tees House, 95 London Road, 
Bishop’s Stortford, 
Hertfordshire CM23 3GW

Contact: Caroline Metcalf
E: caroline.metcalf@teeslaw.com
T: 01279 710 615
M: 07496 623 302
www.teeslaw.com

Bedfordshire, Huntingdonshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Norfolk 

Hewitsons Solicitors 

Shakespeare House, 42 Newmarket 
Road,
Cambridge CB5 8EP

Contact: Denise Wilkinson
E: denisewilkinson@hewitsons.com
T: 01223 532 743
www.hewitsons.com

Devon and Cornwall 

Foot Anstey LLP 

Senate Court, Southernhay Gardens, 
Exeter 
EX1 1NT

Contact: Edward Venmore
E: edward.venmore@footanstey.com
T: 01392 685 273
www.footanstey.com
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Kent & East Sussex 

Warners Solicitors

Bank House, Bank Street, Tonbridge, 
Kent 
TN9 1BL

Contact: Michael McNally
E: m.mcnally@warners.law
T: 01732 375 396 
www.warners-solicitors.co.uk
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Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Surrey, 
West Sussex, Berks, Bucks & Oxon 

Thrings Solicitors

Stuart Court, Salisbury Road, Romsey 
SO51 6DJ

Contact: Russell Reeves
E: rreeves@thrings.com
T: 01794 310 300
www.thrings.com

Somerset, Dorset, Wiltshire & 
Gloucestershire 

Clarke Willmott 

Blackbrook Gate, Blackbrook Park 
Avenue Taunton TA1 2PG

Contact: Tim Hayden
E: tim.hayden@clarkewillmott.com
T: 0345 209 1724
M: 07887 931 037
www.clarkewillmott.com

The stand-out service for me is the Legal Assistance Scheme (LAS). For 
the past 25 years we’ve been a member of the scheme and wondered 
why and never imagined that we would use the service. However, 
our wind turbine has been the cause of two judicial reviews and the 
LAS has supported us significantly for almost the past six years and 
has awarded us more than our entire NFU membership costs since I 
became a member in 1989.  That, to me, is incredible.

John Charles-Jones, NFU member

How do you use the legal panel service?

NFU CallFirst Referral Report

As an NFU member you 
will already have access 
to our Specialist Advisers. 
Call our CallFirst Team on 
0370 845 8458 and they 

will offer you initial advice 
and try and resolve your 

query.

If the Specialist Advisers 
are unable to resolve 
your query, they will 

refer you to one of our 16 
expert Legal Panel Firms 

local to you.

Your chosen Legal Panel 
Firm will work with you to 
put together a report to 
assist with your funding 
application to the NFU 

Legal Assistance Scheme 
if required.

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

“

”
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Northumberland, North Riding, 
Durham & Tyne and Wear

Jacksons Law Firm 

17 Falcon Court, Preston Farm Industrial 
Estate, Stockton on Tees TS18 3TU

Contact: Adrienne Patterson
E: apatterson@jacksons-law.com
T: 01642 356 500
www.jacksons-law.com
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North To Mid-Wales 

Allington Hughes Law 

Bank Buildings, Llanrwst, Conwy 
LL26 0LS

Contact: Mark Evans
E: mark.evans@allingtonhughes.co.uk
T: 01492 641 222
M: 07715 654 229
www.allingtonhughes.co.uk

Lancashire, Cumbria, Merseyside 
& Greater Manchester 

Napthens Solicitors 

Darwen House, Walker Business 
Park, Blackburn BB1 2QE

Contact: Andrew Holden
E: andrew.holden@napthens.co.uk
T: 01254 686 216
www.napthens.co.uk

York East Riding, York West Riding 
& South Yorkshire 

Crombie Wilkinson Solicitors

Forsyth House, 3 Market Place, 
Malton YO17 7LP

Contact: Jenni Bartram
E: j.bartram@crombiewilkinson.co.uk
T: 01653 600 070 
www.crombiewilkinson.co.uk

Cheshire 

Bowcock Cuerden LLP 

South Cheshire House, Manor Road, 
Nantwich Cheshire CW5 5LX

Contact: Philip Cuerden
E: jpc@bowcockcuerden.co.uk
T: 01270 611 106
www.bowcockcuerden.co.uk

South to Mid-Wales 

JCP Solicitors

Venture Court, Waterside Business 
Park, Valley Way, Enterprise Park, 
Swansea SA6 8AH

Contact: Rory Hutchings
E: rory.hutchings@jcpsolicitors.co.uk
T: 01792 525 402
M: 07837 109 488
www.jcp-rural-practice.co.uk
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Nottingham & Lincolnshire 

Wilkin Chapman LLP 

The Maltings, 11-15 Brayford Wharf East, 
Lincoln LN5 7AY

Contact: Andrew Holt
E: andrew.holt@wilkinchapman.co.uk
T: 01522 512 345
M: 07958 056 172
www.wilkinchapman.co.uk

Leicestershire, Northamptonshire 
& Rutland 

Josiah Hincks Solicitors

22 De Montfort Street
Leciester LE1 7GB

Contact: Andrew Eagle
E: rae@josiahhincks.co.uk
T: 0116 255 1811
www.josiahhincks.co.uk

Derbyshire

Bowcock Cuerden LLP 

South Cheshire House, Manor Road, 
Nantwich Cheshire CW5 5LX

Contact: Philip Cuerden
E: jpc@bowcockcuerden.co.uk
T: 01270 611 106
www.bowcockcuerden.co.uk
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Herefordshire 

Lanyon Bowdler 

Chapter House North, Abbey Lawn
Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire SY2 5DE

Contact: Brian Evans
E: brian.evans@lblaw.co.uk
T: 01743 280 287
www.lblaw.co.uk

Warwickshire & Worcestershire 

Shakespeare Martineau 

Bridgeway House, Bridgeway 
Stratford Upon Avon CV37 6YX

Contact: Richard Thorpe
E: richard.thorpe@shma.co.uk
T: 01789 416 400
www.shma.co.uk
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For more information call NFU CallFirst on 
0370 845 8458 or visit www.nfuonline.com/LAS 
or www.nfu-cymru.org.uk 

NFU261 - July 2019

Disclaimer: Whilst every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information and content provided in 
this document at the date of publication (July 2019), no representation is made as to its correctness or completeness and no 
responsibilty or liability is assumed for errors or omissions. Terms and conditions may apply to services and benefits which form 
part of the membership offer. For the most up-to-date information please visit www.nfuonline.com or www.nfu-cymru.org.uk. 
Alternatively, call NFU CallFirst on 0370 845 8458.


