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Why farming in the Fens
matters to tourism

The Fens are a popular tourist destination
attracting more than 15 million visitors a year,

5 million of whom are visiting the countryside for
the day. Tourists, attracted to the Fens by
breathtaking countryside, spend over £580 million
per year and support 15,000 jobs in the Fens.




“The waterways,
historic townscapes
and unique
landscape of the
Fens contribute to
the quality of life and
recreational
opportunities for local
people and visitors.”

Penny Baker, Chief Executive of
Lincolnshire Tourism

Visitors are attracted to the Fens for many
different reasons. Farmland forms the
attractive backdrop to spectacular
churches and elegant Georgian town
houses which attract visitors to numerous
historic market towns in the Fens, while
magnificent Ely Cathedral draws
thousands of visitors from all over the
world.

Waterways are an integral part of the
landscape. The Fens Waterways Link is an
ambitious project which aims to connect
over 150 miles of waterways which criss-
cross the Fens to the cathedral cities of
Ely, Peterborough and Lincoln. The Fens
Waterways Link will entice even more
visitors to the Fens and out into the
countryside.

Sam and Kim Flint own Woodhouse Farm
Park, a new farm attraction in the heart of
the Fens. The farm park is set on the
Flint’s traditional 250 acre farm at Friday
Bridge near Wisbech. Visitors are able to
meet and learn about a wide variety of
traditional farmyard animals including
cattle, pigs, turkeys, and goats. Children
can also enjoy an adventure playground
complete with giant slides and padded
play areas, while the café serves a wide
range of freshly prepared local food.
Underpinning all of the work on the farm
and in the park is a commitment to

Throughout the year there are many
colourful food and flower festivals
influenced by farming and attracting
visitors from far and wide. These include
the annual Spalding Flower Parade,
attended by 80,000 people and
comprising 15 or more floats decorated
with up to 500,000 locally grown tulips.

For many the Fens’ greatest attraction is
the access they afford to amazing
countryside. Farmers manage and
protect many of the areas frequented

by so many visitors and many have

also diversified their businesses to provide
tourists with leisure activities and
accommodation such as bed and
breakfast, self catering or caravan and
camping sites.

protecting the environment. Under the
higher level environmental stewardship
scheme dykes have been realigned to
provide varied habitats for wildlife.

The farm’s dedicated classroom also
attracts a large number of school groups
keen to experience practical lessons about
farming and the environment. For a longer
visit, self catering accommodation is also
available in a newly converted farm barn.

For more information visit
www.woodhousefarmpark.co.uk
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Why farming in the Fens
matters to the community

Farmland defines the
nature of rural
landscapes and
communities and
nowhere is this truer
than in the Fens,
where beautiful open
countryside surrounds
historic market towns.

Farmland in the Fens is an important
part of the green infrastructure of both
the Fens’ rural communities and the
surrounding urban communities. As
the large urban areas surrounding the
Fens, such as Peterborough and
Cambridge, continue to grow the
countryside around them provides
increasingly important breathing
places, which offer many opportunities
for leisure and education.

Open Farm Sunday is an excellent
opportunity to discover what happens
on farms. For one day in June
hundreds of participating farmers open
their gates and welcome the public on
to their farms. The increasingly popular
annual event is organised by farmers
and an organisation called Linking
Environment And Farming (LEAF). Over
40 farms in the Fens opened their
gates in 2007 and more than 15,000
people put on their wellies and headed
for their nearest farm.

Many farms also provide the
opportunity for school groups to visit,
bridging the gap between people and
the food they eat. Participating farmers
are trained and accredited by the
Countryside Educational Visits
Accreditation Scheme (CEVAS),
ensuring a high quality farm experience
and that children are safe. Children
benefit greatly from the experience
which is fun and complements their
class work with practical learning.

 / Case Study: Open Farm Sunday at
Thurlby Grange Farms, Thurlby

More than 4,000 people attended the
Open Farm Sunday event at Tony
Reynolds’ Thurlby Grange Farms in June
2007. The huge turnout demonstrates
the amount of public interest there is in
farming and the environment. The event
was organised by NFU members in and
around Bourne and farmers were on
hand throughout the day to answer

questions and provide extremely popular
guided tractor tours. Farm machinery old
and new was on show as were farm
animals and many examples of different
crops. There was also a farmers’ market
which sold plenty of local produce.

For more information visit www.leafuk.org

V¥V Case Study: Moor Farm, Newborough

Judith and Andrew Jacobs farm 500 acres
on Borough Fen in Newborough. The
Jacobs grow wheat, oilseed rape, sugar
beet and potatoes as well as keeping
cattle and sheep and are members of the
Countryside Stewardship Scheme. They
are passionate about farming, the
environment and education and Judith
regularly guides school groups around
their farm. Judith also participates in the
Peterborough Greener Schools project
which promotes environmental awareness
in children from Peterborough.

To enhance the experience, Judith
and Andrew have built an education
room complete with toilet and hand
washing amenities, which is fully
accessible to disabled people. Each
year Judith’s hard work provides a
valuable and rewarding experience to
more than 600 children from both
urban and rural communities.

For more information visit
WWW.moor-farm.com



“Coming from a farming family, | am acutely
aware of the vital contribution agriculture makes
to the wellbeing of our communities. Farming has

always been at the heart of life in the Fens.”

Dr Anthony Russell, Bishop of Ely and
President of the East of England Agricultural Society
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Actively supporting the countryside community NFU Mutual




